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Teen Pregnancy Flap

In February the papers were obsessed with the news that a
thirteen year old school boy had fathered a child. The mother
was fifteen and not entirely sure who the father was. So why
get in such a flap, after all kids will be kids. Even the rather
conservative Roman Catholic Canon Law implies that people
can have active sexual relationships at fourteen? Precisely, it
allows leeway for simpler societies where people face parent-
hood at a much earlier age. Growing up is much more difficult
in complex modern society.

Delaying becoming an adult is necessary so that boys and girls
can prepare themselves to become successful adults. It is not
lost on us that the boy father was also absent from school for
five months. For children to be reduced to becoming either
mother or father symbols or even sex symbols is a real danger
to their future. It leads to the premature closure to their
development and their education. It condemns them and their
offspring to a life of poverty. A laissez faire attitude to the
question of teen pregnancy only leaves children exposed to

T exploitation and harm. It is not the children

who are at fault here. It seems that the

\  recent desire to lower the age of consent is

in recognition of this fact. But there is still

wrong being done. Perhaps it is in a

society which is not only failing the young

-but creating an unsafe environment for

them. The young are left vulnerable to

being plundered by a consumer society
obsessed with youth and sex.

 Lifeline’s response is to register with

CRBS and prepare itself to enter into the
field of youth counselling so as to become
an integral piece on the youth scene.

It may take us some time to ready ourselves but we promise;
we will contribute to child safety in a positive and professional
manner.

Help Ma Boab Their Back!

Last year, for eight months, the Tram works on Leith Walk had a
devastating effect on our Counselling Centre. Without warning a
temporary bus stop was placed outside the door. Very handy one
might think. Not!

The problem was that the bus stop in question was the place where
many bus drivers change shift; everyday all day. It meant that there
was a semi-permanent picket line in front of our door. Visits to the
Centre dwindled and there were times when we had no new drop-in
clients at all. Women were dissuaded from coming in because of
the gauntlet of men. Please do not misunderstand; they were not
obnoxious, or rude. It is just that they were men inadvertently
creating an unwelcome obstacle to women addressing difficult is-
sues surrounding pregnancy and womanhood.

We phoned Tie (the tram company), they couldn’t do anything. We
phoned Lothian Buses, they couldn’t do anything. We phoned the
City Council, they couldn’t do anything. Each suggested politely that
we phone the other but nothing could be done.

Last month we received an innocuous letter which informed us of
different tram works to be started in April, nothing about any bus
stops. But reading between the lines and looking at the street plan it
was obvious that a temporary stop was in the works. We phoned

the usual numbers and again no one knew anything. Tenaciously
we kept it up until a return phone call spilled the beans; yes, there
will be a temporary stop on Haddington Place. The voice on the
other end of the line promised that they would do something. Now
the lines have been painted back on the road showing where the
stops will go. The bus stop has been moved three doors away but it
still looks awfully close.

It has taken us five months to recuperate from the last picket. We
wonder how we will survive the next.




Sponsored Walk 2009

This year marks the 3™ Annual Sponsored Walk

The Half-Marathon from Balerno to Leith Docks and
the Quarter-Marathon from Slateford.

On Saturday 4™ April 2009, 21 of us: Staff, Volunteers
& Friends of all ages were able to take the opportunity
to join in the challenge. The weather was kind to us
and we had a preliminary rendezvous at Slateford for
a snack, before we all set off for the second half &
other walkers joined us on the way. This year we
enjoyed a Pizzal/ Pasta at
journey with the chance
missed on the walk.

Huge Appreciation to all those who came along!

We o1 | | et you know the
Newsl etteré.

LEITH
WALK VAY

Bruntsfield Suite

The Bruntsfield Suite is the facility at
the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary where

Terminations of Pregnancy take place.
R U pregnant?

In March 2009, two rather nervous gfriend
staff members paid a visit there in order pregnant?

- : nd 2 tik?
to liaise with Staff and encourage them telltxt
to refer women to us for  Counselling ur lifeline
whenever possible.  We met with one 07904499320
of the Nursing Staff who showed us
around and explained the procedure for
Medical Termination of Pregnancy. We
hope for follow-up contact, with a visit to
Lifeline from Bruntsfield Suite staff in
the near future.

Li felineods C

206 Gorgie Road,
Edinburgh, EH11 2NX
(0131 346 7295)

103 Portobello High Street
Edinburgh, EH15 1AR
(0131 669 2076)

Urgently require donations of clean
clothing for all the family, books,
DVDs, CDs, ornaments, china,
accessories and unwanted gifts.
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Some of our Leaflets are already
available in a Notice Rack, and we
added a supply of our new
Leaflets (a picture of a Mobile
phone with all our possible contact
details)

The Staff at the Bruntsfield suite
thought it quite eye-catching &
appealing to young people. They
agreed with us that there is a
greater need for Counselling than
is available.

We will do all in our power to meet
that need.
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